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As the Mayor of Jacksonville, Florida I write to express concern on the impact 
of Amtrak's proposed Gulf Coast passenger line that will run between New Orleans, 
Louisiana and Mobile, Alabama. 

The interplay between freight and passenger service has significant impacts 
on local communities like Jacksonville. It is critical that adequate infrastructure 
exist to support the unique needs of passenger rail service. When the current 
infrastructure to meet the needs of both freight and passenger rail service is 
missing, it is the surrounding communities that suffer. 

Additionally, I believe it is important that now more than ever we are 
protecting the supply chain. Jacksonville, like most cities around this country have 
struggled to receive certain goods during this pandemic. Basic necessities are in 
short supply and delivering those goods to the stores is critical. The Board should 
take no action that increases strain to the supply chain, including allowing a 
degradation to freight rail service. 

To be clear, I do not oppose Gulf Coast passenger service or any other 
passenger rail service. I believe they are an important public benefit to many 
communities. However, it is critical that the introduction of any new passenger 
service does not cause harm to the communities that border rail lines or decrease 
the quality of freight rail service over the heavily utilized Gulf Coast Corridor. 
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We urge the Board to protect the interests of all parties that rely on or are 
affected by the national rail network. 

Respc tfully submitted, 

W\~ cv"t Lenny urry 
Mayor 
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